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13th May 2022

Enforced change to our Nursery intake for September 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

Childs Hill and Claremont Primary Federation provided nursery school education for well over
100 children each year. Our current intake includes 2, 3 and 4 year olds and I am delighted that
the vast majority of the children stay with our schools when they move into Reception classes.

The funding we receive from the government for nursery provision has always been less than
we spend. This is because the number of sta� required to ensure the standard of teaching,
care and support the children need is high. They are only little after all and we want them to
have the best start possible. However, having enough money in the school budget to run a
successful nursery has been a problem for a long time.

This has recently been made much more challenging by the increase in costs that we are all
experiencing. School budgets have been heavily a�ected by the huge rise in gas and electricity
prices and many other inflationary pressures.

The result of this is that I have reluctantly taken the decision not to o�er any more 2 year old
places in our nurseries for the foreseeable future. The sta� to pupil ratio for 2 year olds is 1
adult to 4 children. We simply can not a�ord the cost of the sta� required in order for us to
have 2 year olds in our nursery, and as 2 year olds are not yet of statutory school we are not
obliged to include them in our nursery o�er. Therefore we can and sadly will be making this
change at the start of the new school year.

The 2 Year old children currently in our nursery (at Childs Hill, as there are none at Claremont)
all turn 3 before December 22. As they will be rising 3s we will not withdraw their places for the
autumn term and I hope they stay with us once they are 3.

This is a direct result of the devastating impact of the cost of living crisis. At Childs Hill and
Claremont we are having to make cuts. The government needs to increase school funding to
compensate for these enforced increases in expenditure, they need to recognise that schools
are starting to have to make very di�cult decisions and that ultimately over time our children’s
education will be a�ected.

Thank you for your understanding and support. If you have any questions please get in touch
with me via the school o�ce.

Dan Hawkins
Executive Head
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