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"Childs Hill School endeavors to inspire children to achieve their full potential through 
passionate teaching that develops confidence, curiosity and independent learning within a 
safe, supportive and inclusive environment." School Vision Statement 
 
At Childs Hill school we passionately believe in providing children with a stimulating and caring 
environment where they feel safe and motivated to learn. At the heart of this belief is the knowledge that 
high-quality education enhances lives and is vital in providing children with the opportunities to become 
successful young adults in the twenty-first century. To achieve this, we support our pupils in understanding 
their own learning, understanding themselves, and discovering their talents and skills as well as their 
creative nature. We refer to this as ABC – Academic, Being and Creative. Our aim is to enable children to 
flourish in all three of these areas. 
 

 
 

 



A – Academic ME 
We strongly believe that learning needs to be a rewarding and enjoyable experience for everyone, and at 
Childs Hill we provide a rich, exciting and engaging teaching and learning framework that caters for the needs 
of the individual to support and further their education. We ensure young learners are inspired and 
motivated to progress and to achieve their goals. Furthermore, we aim to equip them with skills so they 
understand the purpose of their learning, and are able to both assess and question it, as well as use their 
knowledge independently. 
 
B – Being ME 
We expect that children will learn respect for others and resilience in dealing with life’s challenges, and that 
they will take responsibility for their own actions. Our school ethos encourages self-awareness, empathy, a 
growth mind-set and emotional regulation. Through our teaching we equip learners with the skills, 
knowledge and understanding necessary to be able to make informed choices. We seek to create formative 
experiences which help learners to realise their worth and lead confident and meaningful lives. 
 
C – Creative ME 
Encouraging children to develop their creativity is at the core of our approach. We believe that everyone has 
a star quality in them. We help children discover theirs and provide opportunities for them to flourish. Young 
learners are encouraged to be creative in all aspects of school life, both in class and out of the class 
environment, whether in the traditional arts or in any other form of creative self-expression. We want our 
learners to develop their creative skills, express themselves freely and take pride in what they have achieved. 
 
This policy document is intended to outline the school’s expectations for teaching and learning. Annually the 
Childs Hill School Improvement Plan identifies the objectives and targets for improving teaching and learning 
(see current SIP). The policy has been written in consultation with the staff and governors. 
 
The model is applicable to all areas of the curriculum and phases of the school. It contains subject specific 
guidelines. It is, where appropriate, cross-referenced with other relevant whole school policy documents 
which underpin work in the school. 
 
The policy will be structured in the following way: 
 



 
Each of these questions will be addressed under the sections listed below: -  
 Environment  
 Leadership  
 Standards 

 
The following will help us measure our progress: 
 
 The Ofsted framework for school self-evaluation 
 LA advice and support with the SIP 
 The pupil Premium funding 
 The current year’s School Improvement Plan 
 Levels of progress and attainment 

 
The school improvement cycle shown in the diagram above is based on the concept of on-going self –
evaluation and improvement. We view everyone as equal in this process and actively encourage all staff to 
be leaders of learning. In every phase of the school, at all levels of experience or seniority and during any 
aspect of the school day our benchmark is that every opportunity is taken to make a positive difference to a 
child’s day - and therefore their learning.  



What can be expected from the school? 
 

Environment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A safe and secure environment 

 An ethos based on trust and mutual respect which promotes a sense of worth 
and self esteem 

 A commitment to all children to enable them to achieve their potential 

 High quality learning environment promoting learning for all 

 A School Improvement Plan contributed to by all staff 

 Involvement of pupils in the process of school improvement 

 Good relationships with parents presenting regular opportunities for their 
involvement  

 Policies and practice which promote equality and address issues or incidence of 
discrimination (see inclusion policy) 

 Effective use of Class establishment agreements  and Relationships policy (see 
Relationship policy) 

Leadership  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Responsibility to ensure that the school Vision statement and Aims are 
implemented by all and supported by staff and children 

 To provide induction programmes for all new staff including daily information for 
supply teachers (see the staff handbook) 

 Promote professional development through yearly appraisals 

 Professional conduct at all times by adhering to teaching standards 

 Clear roles and responsibilities through leadership structure 

 Supportive Governing Body 

 A good working relationship with the LA and good links with other outside 
agencies 

 Continuous monitoring and evaluation of school effectiveness and policies. 

 Effective communication of all key information through briefings and INSET 

Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A commitment to high standards and continuous improvement 

 Effective structures to support high quality teaching e.g. resources, observations, 
mentoring 

 A commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum to meet the needs of all 
learners (see curriculum maps and skills framework) 

 Clearly communicated expectations and systems for maintaining positive 
behaviour and behaviour for learning 

 Continuous input to improve attendance and punctuality 

 Effective systems for identifying individual pupils needs 

 Strategies to ensure pupils’ needs are met in all areas of school life (see the 
school website: Pathways Approaches for more information on the teaching and 
learning approaches using in the ASC Provision). 

 
 

 
 
 
 



What makes a good lesson? 
 

Environment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Well maintained working space 

 A stimulating, well-resourced and well-ordered classroom 

 Industrious and calm working environment 

 A spirit of collaboration is evident 

 A balance between whole class teaching and individual work 

 Every pupil feels valued and respected 

 Work is celebrated and respected through display 

 Opportunities are provided for children to reflect on positive images and equality of 
opportunity 

 Achievements are celebrated and rewarded 

 Opportunities to use ICT for enhancing learning are exploited across the curriculum. 

Leadership  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Commitment to developing a creative approach to teaching using cross curricular block 
planning 

 Plans tailored to the needs and interests of the pupils 

 Clear curriculum maps are made outlining topics - available to all staff and parents (see 
the school website) 

 Involvement of all staff in planning and delivering clear appropriate learning objectives 

 Clearly identified roles and responsibilities of all staff 

 Teaching assistants and other adults are deployed well and impact positively on learning 

 Consistent management of pupils behaviour in line with the Relationships policy 

 Commitment to developing strategies to enable children to become independent 
learners with a growth mindset 

 Commitment to use of high quality questioning and opportunities for teachers to check 
understanding of teaching throughout lessons 

 Adherence to agreed school policies 

Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Curriculum is underpinned by the national curriculum and agreed schemes of work 

 Lesson objectives are drawn from the national curriculum and skills framework. 

 Children understand what they are learning and how to achieve their learning intentions 
– the objectives are shared with children (WALT) 

 First-hand experience and high quality resources are used 

 Planning is differentiated to meet all pupils’ needs  

 Work challenges all children to achieve and succeed (including Star Challenges for Gifted 
and talented children) 

 Pupils make progress within a lesson and over time 

 High expectations are the norm and evident in children’s work 

 Pupils work independently 

 Constructive feedback from school monitoring programmes informs and develops quality 
of teaching 

 Children receive effective marking and feedback enabling them to improve their 
performance (Feedback for Learning) 

 Effective diagnostic assessment and marking takes place consistently. 

 

 



 
How do we know that we are making a difference? 

 

Environment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Displays reflect values and aims of the school 

 The environment is used as a source of learning 

 Visitors make positive comments 

 A positive ethos is maintained  

 Pupils care for resources and understand their responsibilities towards them 

 Reviews of use of space, storage and access regularly take place 

 The outside community are aware of the school aims 

 Circle time and PSHE lessons positively support all learners 

 Pupils feel valued and know the value of learning; personal, social and academic 

 Pupils are able to use a range of ICT tools to enhance learning e.g.: make films, 
videos and give multi-media presentations. 

Leadership  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Leadership team roles are clear and regularly reviewed 

 All staff work to the same goals 

 All staff maintain high professional standards  

 Staff are effectively deployed to support the needs of all children 

 Staff know their role in raising achievement in line with the aims of the School 
Improvement Plan 

 The School Improvement Plan sets out clear priorities which all staff take 
responsibility for 

 Action plans (SLPs, PLPs) with clear targets are reviewed regularly 

 Initiatives have a strong impact on standards e.g. ISP, differentiation, boster 
groups led by support staff, catch up programmes 

 Monitoring information shows that the school is moving forward 

Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Results are monitored for trends and achievement is maintained 

 Results show an improving trend 

 Pupils take responsibility for learning and are able to evaluate their own work 
against success criteria 

 Children with SEN are fully integrated where appropriate and meet their targets 

 More able children are challenged, and needs met in and out of class (Star 
Challenges, Pupil Voice, competitions) 

 Parents are consistently informed of their child’s progress 

 SLT and Coordinators report to Governors on progress towards SIP aims  and 
pupil attainment 

 Individual pupil needs are met 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What are our goals? 

 

Environment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To improve existing standards 

 To develop school grounds to make effective use of space 

 To develop suitable measures for security and safety 

 Develop access to specialist skills and knowledge 

 To broaden the curriculum to develop opportunities for creative and personal 
development 

 To develop the use of ICT skills across the curriculum 

 For children to know their potential, aim to achieve their goals and understand 
how they will learn effectively (ABA, Proud to be ME) 

 To build the relationship between the school and parents to ensure they are 
fully involved in their child’s school life. 

Leadership  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To ensure the school self-evaluation remains accurate  

 To value the contribution of all stakeholders and promote personal well being 

 Support children and staff to feel successful 

 Ensure pupils and staff see themselves as learners 

 All staff have consistently high expectations for behaviour for learning 

 To explore and develop partnerships to develop leadership skills 

 To deliver relevant INSET trainings to staff 

 To offer all staff the opportunities to further their career and help with skills, 
confidence, knowledge and expertise 

 To inform the school’s governing body of priorities for continued school 
improvement.  
 

 

Standards 
 
 
 
 
 

 To raise standards for all pupils to meet challenging targets 

 To develop enrichment of the curriculum through creativity and the use of 
            ICT 

 To raise pupils’ expectations of themselves 

 To meet the needs of children with a range of needs 

 To educate children to have a growth mindset 

 To develop children’s independence, perseverance, resilience and teamwork 
through the use of specific skills teaching (Skillsbuilder programme) 

 
 

 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the Relationships, Inclusions, Child protection and Online 
Safety, Computing, English, Maths, PE, Science policies, the school handbook and the school website. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Curriculum Statement 
 
The Curriculum is all the learning and experiences, formal and informal, which a school provides for pupils.  
 
At Childs Hill our aim is to: 

 Give children the skills, knowledge and attitudes to lead a rich and fulfilling life  

 Lays the foundations for lifelong learning 

 Nurture and develop well rounded, capable and caring individuals   
 
In order to achieve the above we need to ensure children: 

 Have firm foundations of basic skills which they can use and apply across scenarios 

 Have access and the opportunity for all individuals to achieve their potential 

 Have a broad range of exciting and creative opportunities to discover and nurture their individual 
talents 

 Understand the distinctive nature of the different disciplines that enable them to become a specialist 
in a particular area e.g. a mathematician, or an artist etc 

 Develop a set of core human values which underpin SMSC development and their sense of 
uniqueness and self-worth as an individual. 

 Develop an awareness of the importance of a healthy lifestyle through healthy eating and exercise 
 
The Childs Hill Primary School curriculum consists of: 

 The National Curriculum core and foundation subjects which are taught through a relevant, 
contextual and inspiring creative curriculum  

 RE, PSHEe and SRE which are taught through stand-alone lessons 

 SMSC which is embedded across the curriculum through lessons, assemblies and trips 

 Key skills framework and growth mindset promoted through all subjects 

 Theme days and assemblies to celebrate and recognise key festivals and events 

 A range of extracurricular activities which include creative and physical opportunities 

 In EYFS a creative and fluid curriculum meeting the 7 areas of learning using indoor and outdoor 
areas. For more information see the EYFS Handbook. 
 

The curriculum is planned to provide continuity and progression across the school. By developing our own 
schemes of work we have ensured that the children have a range of relevant learning experiences that 
challenge, stimulate and promote thinking and learning. Teachers will link subjects wherever appropriate 
and relevant; the curriculum will not be constrained by subject boundaries. Our curriculum meets statutory 
requirements. 
  



English 

Core essence: 

English is at the heart of all teaching in Childs Hill School. Teachers develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, 
writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject. It is both a subject in its own right 
and the medium for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language provides access to the whole 
curriculum. Care and attention are spent ensuring all children have access to learning and developing the 
English language as fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects 

Speaking and Listening: 

Pupils are taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English. They learn to justify 
ideas with reasons; ask questions to check understanding; develop vocabulary and build knowledge; 
negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; and select the appropriate register for effective 
communication. Through all areas of the curriculum they are taught to give well-structured descriptions and 
explanations and develop their understanding through speculating, hypothesising and exploring ideas. This 
enables them to clarify their thinking as well as organise their ideas for writing. English is a subject where 
children learn of the importance of spoken and written language which is taught daily at Childs Hill School.  

Key skills for speaking and listening: 
 
-speaking e.g. reading aloud, describing experiences and speaking to different audiences 
-listening attentively to each other, recordings, stories 
-group discussion and interaction 
-drama activities 
-exposure to and practice with Standard English 
 

Writing: 
Teachers at Childs Hill School use a range of stimuli, including music, art, film, drama and high quality texts 
to inspire writing. The focus is always outcome led, so the writing is meaningful to the children. For example, 
if they were writing instructions, they may be making step-by-step guide on how to make catapults! A diary 
entry may begin with a visit to the Victorian School to provide more inspiration for the children as they get 
a first-hand taste of what life was like. Writing is encouraged and well-planned throughout our curriculum to 
ensure that the learning is meaningful and has a purpose for the children. Children are given the opportunity 
to write independently and at length throughout the course of an English topic. There is a big focus on 
teaching children how to plan and structure their ideas as well as how to edit their work. Children are part 
of the process in identifying what makes a good piece of writing and as a result they are then able to check 
their work against the success criteria and respond to feedback marking. 
 
Spellings are taught through phonics and the discrete teaching of spelling patterns. All children are given a 
list of spellings to learn and home and are tested on them weekly.  
 
Handwriting is taught across the school through the ‘Penpals’ scheme in discrete lessons.  They are taught 
letter formation and how to join the letters. When ‘publishing’ their writing for their English portfolios 
children use all of these areas of writing to make their writing a piece to be proud of.  
 
 

Key skills for writing: 



 
We teach children how to:  
-develop their ideas for writing through speaking and listening activities 
-write for pleasure and purpose 
-use planning frames and draft writing to develop and edit their writing 
-understand different text structures and genres 
-alter their writing to suit the purpose and reader 
- use grammar and punctuation correctly 
-spell correctly using knowledge of phonics and spelling patterns 
-build their vocabulary to enhance writing 
-develop their sentence structures to ensure progression throughout the school 
- understand the importance of neat presentation  
 
Reading: 
 
All children enjoy participating in Reading where they explore a variety of books in depth. They discuss 
meaning and form opinions independently, in pairs and with an adult's support. Children are asked a range 
of questions from predicting what they think might happen in the story to how the author has created an 
atmosphere in the story. Teachers use fiction and non-fiction reading books and assess ‘word reading’ as 
well as comprehension of the text read. Last year we introduced whole class Reading sessions with clear 
focus on skills; independent work is differentiated to enable each child to access the text and ensure 
consistent progress. Children continue to enjoy books at home, sharing their feelings and thoughts in a 
reading record. In the early years and KS1, children follow a Phonics programme that supports their spelling, 
writing and reading. At Childs Hill School we warmly welcome reading volunteers. Many of our parents offer 
their support to the school by listening to children read. 
 
Key Questions: 
-Vocabulary questions (Vocabulary Victor) 
-Retrieval questions (Rex Retriever) 
-Summary questions (Summarising Sheba) 
-Inference questions (Inference Iggy) 
-Predicting questions (Predicting Pip) 
-Compare, contrast and comment questions (Cassie the Commentator) 
-Explaining questions (Clarifying Clara) 
 
 



Mathematics 
Core Essence: 
Mathematics is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for 
financial literacy and most forms of employment. Mathematics education in primary school provides a 
foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty 
and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity.  Mathematics is a powerful means of 
communication in the modern world by which we can convey thoughts and ideas. Information and concepts 
within mathematics can be presented through numbers, letters, drawings charts and diagrams.  
 
What makes a good mathematics lesson? 
A good mathematics lesson should foster an enjoyment and sense of curiosity. All learners should have the 
opportunity to experience mathematics as worthwhile, enjoyable and challenging no matter their ability or 
previous experiences.  Within the curriculum all mathematics lessons should allow children to: 

 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with 
increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the 
ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.  

 reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and 
developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language. 

 solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with 
increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and 
persevering in seeking solutions.  

 
Key Mathematics questions: 
A range of question types and purposes are essential to good mathematics teaching and learning. Children 
and adults within the classroom should all be encouraged to ask and answer a variety of questions on a 
regular basis. Question types could include open investigation questions, closed questions with yes/no 
answers, multiple choice questions and statements. 

 How many ways can you find to ....... ?  

 What happens when we ......... ?  

 How many different ....... can be found?  

 Can you see a pattern?  

 How can this pattern help you find an answer?  

 What do think comes next? Why?  

 Is there a way to record what you've found that might help us see more patterns?  

 What would happen if....?  

 What have you discovered?  

 How did you find that out?  

 Who has a different solution? 

 Are everybody's results the same? Why/why not? 

  Have we found all the possibilities?  

 How do we know?  

 Have you thought of another way this could be done?  

 Do you think we have found the best solution? 
 
 
 
 
Using and Applying English, Computing and Science within Mathematics: 



Mathematics underpins all other areas of the curriculum. As described in the national curriculum confidence 
in numeracy and other mathematical skills is a precondition of success across all areas of the national 
curriculum.  
 
English 
As mathematics is a means of communication, it is essential to develop children’s speaking and listening skills 
as well as reading and writing skills alongside their mathematical understanding. Children should be able to 
read and write mathematical vocabulary alongside their improving ability to read and write in English. 
Spoken language is essential in communicating ideas and concepts within mathematics. Children should be 
given regular opportunities to talk through their thinking and listen to the ideas of others within mathematics 
lessons in order to assess understanding and identify possible misconceptions.  
 
Science 
Mathematics is integral to recording and measuring in science. Children need to be able to move between 
their knowledge of number and other mathematical concepts and apply them within the context of scientific 
investigations. Within science lessons children use number and a variety of data handling skills as well as 
measurement tools and vocabulary to help explain the world around them.  
 
Computing 
As in science, mathematics underpins computing teaching and learning. Mathematics skills, such as 
knowledge of number, are essential to use a variety of tools effectively such as computers, data loggers and 
other digital devices. Within computing lessons mathematical skills such as identifying symbols, creating 
patterns and using sequences as well developing simple algorithms are also essential for writing computer 
programs.  
 

 



Science 
Core essence: 
 
A scientist studies the world with curiosity, seeking an understanding of natural phenomena through enquiry 
and investigation to stimulate creative thought. Therefore, children learn to ask scientific questions and 
begin to appreciate the way science will affect their future on a personal, national, and global level. 
Science knowledge and understanding is specifically developed through biology, chemistry and physics. 
 
What makes a good scientific lesson? 
 
Lessons should inspire and engage all learners in a dynamic and innovative way that allows them to make 
clear progress. A secure understanding of scientific knowledge will enable a teacher to confidently deliver a 
lesson which will not only support but challenge learners. A wide range of stimulating resources that 
encourage curiosity and enquiry will be used to enhance lessons. Learners will be aware of expectations and 
next steps in their learning and will identify ways in which to achieve them. Teachers will use a variety of 
assessment tools to develop learner’s science knowledge and understanding. 
 
Key Scientific questions: 
Questioning children during lessons should encourage student participation and critical thinking. 
 
Chunking down getting more detail by probing for more information: 

 How did you do that? 

 Why did that happen? 

 What happened when ...? 

 Tell me more about... 

 What is the cause of ...? - What, specifically,..? 

 Can you explain in your own words…? 

 How could we make sure this is a fair test? 

 If you had to carry out the experiment again, what would you change? 
 
Chunking up looking for more generalised understanding: 

 What does ... mean? 

 What are we trying to achieve? – Who is this for? 

 How does that relate to...? 

 Let's look at the bigger picture... - What do we really want to know? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Using and Applying English, Maths and computing within Science: 
 
English: 
Science contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills of 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. The children develop oral skills in science lessons through discussions 
(for example of the environment) and through recounting their observations of scientific experiments. They 
develop their writing skills through writing reports and projects and by recording information. 
Mathematics: 
Science contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a number of ways. The children use weights and 
measures and learn to use and apply number. Through working on investigations, they learn to estimate and 
predict. They develop the skills of accurate observation and recording of events. They use numbers in many 
of their answers and conclusions. 
Computing: 
Children use ICT in science lessons where appropriate. They use it to support their work in science by learning 
how to find, select, and analyse information on the Internet and on CD-ROMs. Children use ICT to record, 
present and interpret data and to review, modify and evaluate their work and improve its presentation. They 
also use video conferencing to communicate their findings with children in other schools. 
 



Computing 
 

Core essence: 
As computing underpins today’s modern lifestyle it is essential that all pupils gain the confidence and ability, 
that they need in this subject, to prepare them for the challenge of a rapidly developing and changing 
technological world. The use of computing will also enhance and extend children’s learning across the whole 
curriculum whilst developing motivation and social skills. 
 
The new Computing curriculum is split into three areas of study, which are: Programming 50%, Information 
and Communication 25% and Online Safety 25%.  Children are taught computing skills during a discrete 
session; however, more computing opportunities are provided in a cross curricular way: This is recorded in 
topic planning.   
 
Key skills in Computing: 

 Understand fundamental principles and concepts of computer science 

 Analytically solve problems using computational language 

 Evaluate information technology 

 Responsibly, confidently and creatively use information technology 
 
These will be taught through five key areas: digital skills, digital literacy, technology in the world, 
technical understand and safe and responsible use. 
 
Key questions in computing 
What is an algorithm? 
Can you write & test simple programs? 
Can you use logical reasoning to make predictions? 
Can you organise, store, retrieve & manipulate data? 
Do you know how to communicate online safely and respectfully? 
Do you recognise uses of IT outside of school? 
 
Resources 

 4 chrome book trolleys (30 in each)  

 12 chrome books in Pathways and EYFS 

 Promethean or Smart Interactive whiteboards in every class  

 Digital cameras and MP3 players 

 Roamers and floor robots 

 Microphones and sound buttons 

 6 Dataloggers 

 15 I pads in pathways to support children’s learning plus I iPad in each phase group to support children 
with SEN. 
 

If any equipment is not working it is reported in the ICT Technician Service Fault Log Book, which is always 
kept in the staffroom. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Geography 
Core Essence:  
A geographer studies the world, looking at how places have been and are shaped by people, climate and the 
natural environment. Geographers do not study only the details of the natural environment or human 
society, but they also study the reciprocal relationship between these two. For example, they study how the 
natural environment contributes to the human society and how the human society affects the natural 
environment. Geography knowledge and understanding is developed specifically through the use of maps 
and map work, field studies and comparing different localities.  
 
What makes a good Geography lesson? 
All lessons ensure that the three following key components are present throughout a unit of work: 

 'Space' - the location of points, features or regions in absolute and /or relative terms and the 
relationships, flows and patterns that connect and / or define them. 

 'Place' - a construct that is defined in terms of what it is like, what happens there and how and why 
it is changing. 

 'Scale' - the 'zoom lens' that enables us to view places from global to local levels. 
Key Geographical Questions: 

 Where is this place? What is it like and why? 

 How and why is it changing? 

 How does this place compare with other places? 

 How and why are places connected? 

 How can the environment be improved and sustained?  
Essential Key Skills:  

 Use and understand globes, atlases, maps, aerial photographs, compasses. 

 Undertake fieldwork e.g. collating traffic survey, doing a street or village study. 

 Identifying and describing climate and weather patterns; physical features and processes (glaciers, rivers and 
coasts); human features and processes (settlement patterns, what towns/villages are like). 

 Understand and use a wide range of subject specific geographical vocabulary. 

 Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including numerical and quantitative skills and 
writing at length. 



 

 

Using and Applying English/Maths/Computing within Geography: 

English – debates, discussions, P4C on environmental issues, poetry on physical features (mountains, 
glaciers, volcanoes, weather), weather reports, group and individual presentations on area of study. NC 
reports (travel brochure), fact files, instructions (directions to a place), descriptive writing (village, beach, 
river flow), news reports (current affairs – natural disasters). 

Maths – maps using coordinates, scale, direction and compass points, calculations using large numbers 
(populations), solving area of a locality, time differences between localities.  

Data handling – collecting data, tabulating and transferring data onto graphs (rainfall), reading and 
interpreting graphs. 

Computing - to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work, research information 
using the Internet, use digital cameras to record and use photographic images, Google earth to explore places 
they can’t visit! Using DIGIMAPS in lessons.  

 
 



 

 

History 
Core essence: 
 
History is about people, cultures and places of the past and how we know about them.  It fires pupils’ curiosity 
about the past in Britain and the wider world.  Children consider how the past influences the present; what 
past societies were like; how these societies organised their politics, and what beliefs and cultures influenced 
people’s actions. As they do this, pupils develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant 
events and people. They see the diversity of human experience and understand more about themselves as 
individuals and members of society. What they learn can influence their decisions about personal choices, 
attitudes and values.  In History pupils find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions.  To do this 
they need to be able to research, work through evidence and use this to prove their point of view. 
 
History encourages pupils to: 
 

 Have a lasting interest in, and enjoyment of learning about the past. 

 Develop a sense of time (chronology), recognising how time is measured and that some things 
change and some things stay the same. 

 Investigate how and why events happen and how they may be linked. 

 Consider what it was like to live in different periods, both in England and the wider world, and what 
motivated the people who lived then. 

 Recognise that there are some things we can never know about the past and that history has to be 
constructed from the bits of the past that have survived. 

 Understand that people interpret the past differently and use different ways to present their ideas 

 Make thoughtful use of a variety of sources to find out about the past; communicate their ideas in a 
variety of ways and with clarity and independence. 
 

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. In each Key Stage, we give children the 
opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk 
about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise and value the importance of stories in History 
teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating an interest in the past. We focus on helping 
children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and that they should always 
ask searching questions about information they are given, such as ‘How do we know?’  ‘What is its 
significance?’  ‘Is it reliable?’ We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources; a 
range of these are available in the history cupboard in the downstairs hall, and also available to order from 
the Barnet library service. 
 



 

 

Using and Applying English/Maths/Computing within History 
 
English 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of English at Childs Hill School by actively promoting the skills 
of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Children develop their literacy skills through composing and 
reading reports, letters, explanatory texts and taking part in debates of a historical nature. 
 
Mathematics 
Humanities contribute to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways.  Children learn to use numbers 
and develop analytical skills e.g. analysing population statistics and timelines. Children also have the 
opportunity to learn to interpret information presented in graphical or diagrammatic form. 
 
Computing 
Children use Computing in History to enhance their skills in data handling, in presenting written work, 
research information using the Internet and to use the digital camera to record and use photographic images. 

 
 
 



 

 

Music 
Core essence: 
 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. It captivates and 
inspires generation after generation and so the expressive nature of music provides an opportunity for our 
children to learn in many different ways. Whether a child chooses to pick up an instrument or simply 
engage in group singing assemblies, the essence of music encourages creative thinkers and promotes 
success among our learners.  
 
What makes a good music lesson? 
 
Lessons should provide learners with the opportunity to explore rhythm and tone as well as giving our 
children a sense of achievement. All children should be given the opportunity to succeed by creating 
something unique to them. Encourage enthusiasm and extend interests through discussions that relate to a 
variety of genres, styles and traditions. Learners will explore themselves and take pride in their unique 
perception of the topic. Teachers will use a wide variety of musical instruments to provide learners with the 
opportunity to explore music and traditions from across the world. Learners should become familiar with a 
range of percussion, woodwind, brass, and string instruments. 
 
Key Musical Questions: 
 
Questions should be directed towards the learner’s experience of music and lead to a discussion which 
creates links to a variety of genres e.g. 

 What instrument can you hear?  

 What sound does it make?  

 Can you describe that sound? 

 How would you compose music to illustrate this picture/feeling/story? 

 Can you identify the rhythm? 

 What mood or effect does this music create? 
 
Resources: 
 
Childs Hill School provides an opportunity for all children to pick up an instrument at any stage. We provide 
over 30 violins and a large selection of African drums, which enables whole class sessions in key stage 2.  
Our music room holds a selection of instruments from around the world that are fun, interactive and easy 
to use and class teachers have the help of several musicians that are willing to get actively involved in 
music lessons around the school.  
 
 



 

 

Using and Applying English/Maths/Computing within Music 
Music is a powerful tool because for many children it has such an unconscious impact on their lives. Music’s 
unique contribution to learning is that it brings a wordless, but sound-based and often deeply emotional 
perspective to understanding and perception. 
 
Mathematics: Children would benefit from learning through repetitive rhythm and song. Rhythm and song 
consolidates learning and works effectively with all age groups. Learning to read music can develop 
children's understanding of number and can be linked to fractions when learning how to write musical 
notes e.g. whole note (1), half note (1/2), eighth note (1/8).  
 
English: With guidance children should be able to imagine a range of musical responses to landscape, 
buildings, fantasy and many other topics. Speaking, listening and writing could be inspired by the children 
creating/composing a musical journey that could be played out on a variety of instruments. Children may 
record different sounds they here in their environment in order to inspire a piece of writing or a discussion.  

 
Computing: There are many musical programs available that encourage a range of ICT skills . 2Beat for 
example is fun and accessible for all ages. Programs inspire creativity and require children to use 
programming, they can be differentiated and children with a high interest in music can be introduced to 
recording programs. 



 

 

Religious Education 
Core Essence:  
The UK has a rich heritage of culture and diversity. Religion and belief for many people forms a crucial part 
of their culture and identity. Religion and beliefs inform our values and are reflected in what we say and how 
we behave. RE contributes to pupils’ personal development and well-being: It offers opportunities for 
personal reflection and spiritual development, deepening the understanding of the significance of religion in 
the lives of others – individually, communally and cross-culturally. The RE subject matter gives particular 
opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of 
other cultures and beliefs.  
 
RE in Childs Hill School: 
The school community provides a positive context within which the diversity of cultures, beliefs and values 
can be celebrated and explored.  At Childs Hill we recognise and celebrate different religious festivals through 
assemblies, theme days and lessons. During our half day RE sessions we explore different whole school topics 
and themes which cover the principal religions in the UK. Key topics within themes include:  festivals, places 
of worship, holy books and the story of creation. The RE lessons centre around discussion and debate, role 
play and stories, giving all children the chance to speak and express their opinions. 
 
RE encourages pupils to: 

 RE provokes challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, issues of 
right and wrong, and what it means to be human.  

 It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of all principal religions in the UK, and religious 
traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development  

 It encourages pupils to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or non-religious), in the 
light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact 
on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. This also builds resilience 
to anti-democratic or extremist narratives  

 RE enables pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within 
their communities and as citizens in a diverse society 

 It teaches pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, 
and helps to challenge prejudice  

 Lastly, but by no means least; it encourages empathy, generosity and compassion. 
 

Key RE Questions: 
Religious education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs 
about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. 
Other discussion points include: 

 How are these beliefs similar/different to your own? 

 What is the meaning of…? 

 How would you explain…? 

 Why do people…? 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 

 

 
Using and Applying English/Maths/Computing within RE 
English 
RE lessons place a huge emphasis on discussion giving children the opportunities to develop their speaking 
and listening.  Children read religious stories and extracts from holy books. They often express their 
opinions or write in role using letters, diary entries and reports 
Computing 
Children have the opportunity to use a variety of computer programs to communicate what they have 
learnt. They use the internet safely to discover more information about the subject at hand. 



 

 

Design and Technology 
 

Core essence: 
Children are entitled to a technological and practical understanding as we help to prepare them for the 
rapidly changing technological world of the 21st century. Children need to be able to think creatively and to 
problem solve using a range of activities and skills, both as individuals and collaboratively, as part of a group.  
A combination of building on prior knowledge and first-hand, meaningful experience is essential to the 
learning experience in a DT classroom. To compliment this, teaching must aim to foster enjoyment, 
satisfaction and purpose in designing and making. DT is a subject that can be both taught alone as an 
individual subject, but also can be integrated into all other areas of the curriculum. 
 
DT encourages pupils to: 

 Develop imaginative and creative thinking and enable children to talk about what they like and dislike 
when making.  

 Enable children to talk about how things work and to draw and model their ideas. 

 Encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques for making a product. 

 Develop an understanding of technological processes, products, their manufacture and their 
contribution to our society.  

 Promote safe practice in Design and Technology activities, in regards to both the health and well-
being of the individual child and that of others in the group. 

 Use a wide variety knowledge, both prior, first-hand and taught, to solve problems, experiment and 
think ‘outside of the box’. 

 
DT teaching focuses on enabling children to think in a practical and logical way. In each Key Stage, children 
should have the opportunity to use a variety of tools and techniques in manufacturing and designing.  We 
must recognise and value the importance of discussion, planning and building, reminding children that plans 
rarely work out and through observation, though and discussion, plans often need to be altered or fine-
tuned.  The children’s ability to reflect on their work and understand what was and was not successful is 
essential for their future progress and development of knowledge through experience. A large range of tools 
and equipment is available in the DT cupboard in the downstairs hall. Teachers are encouraged to make and 
design what the children are expected to create to help give an understanding of what the task entails and 
any potential pitfalls that the children may find. 
 
Health and safety. 
As DT often involves the use of potentially dangerous tools, pupils and teachers must be aware of the safety 
requirements. Direct safety instructions will be given to pupils each time they undertake a DT activity 
involving the use of tools, which will be at the discretion of the teacher. Teachers must familiarise themselves 
with tools before using them in order to identify potential hazards. Pupils must be encouraged to report 
possible safety hazards.  
 
Working with food 
DT lessons involving food require certain specific safety and hygiene matters to be addressed. An adult must 
supervise all activities involving cooking. Matters involving cleanliness, personal hygiene, protective 
equipment, food preparation equipment, food tasting waste removal and disposal must be addressed prior 
to any session. A knowledge of specific allergies in the group/ school must also be considered prior to the 
commencement of the lesson. 
 



 

 

Using and Applying English/Maths/Computing within DT 
 
English 
DT contributes significantly to the teaching of English at Childs Hill School by actively promoting the skills of 
writing, speaking and listening.  Children develop their literacy skills through designing, planning, explaining 
and reviewing their work. 
 
Mathematics 
DT can contribute to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways.  Children learn to use numbers and 
develop measuring skills in a variety of different ways. 
 
Computing 
Children use Computing in DT to enhance their skills in design, in presenting written work, research 
information using the Internet and to use the digital camera to record and use photographic images. 



 

 

Art 
 

Core essence:  
            Art and design stimulate creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a 

special way of understanding and responding to the world. It enables children to communicate what they 
see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. 
Children become involved in shaping their environments through art and design activities. They learn to 
make informed judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions. They explore ideas and meanings through 
the work of artists and designers. Through learning about the roles and functions of art, they can explore the 
impact it has had on contemporary life and that of different times and cultures. The appreciation and 
enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all our lives. 
 
Art encourages pupils to: 

 to enable children to record from first-hand experience and from imagination, and to select their 
own ideas to use in their work; 

 to develop creativity and imagination through a range of complex activities; 

 to improve the children’s ability to control materials, tools and techniques; 

 to increase their critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in different times 
and cultures; 

 to develop increasing confidence in the use of visual and tactile elements and materials; 

 to foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of artists, craftspeople 
and designers. 

 To express themselves in a non-verbal way. 
 

Art is taught in weekly discrete lessons during our ‘enrichment’ sessions but is also planned into cross 
curricular topic lessons. The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in art and design lessons. 
Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in art and design. We 
ensure that the act of investigating and making something includes exploring and developing ideas, and 
evaluating and developing work. We do this best through a mixture of whole-class teaching and 
individual/group activities. Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual performance as models 
for the other children. They encourage children to evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of 
others, and say what they think and feel about them. We give children the opportunity within lessons to 
work on their own and collaborate with others, on projects in two and three dimensions and on different 
scales. Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, including ICT. 
 



 

 

Using and Applying English/Maths/Computing within Art 
 
English 
Art and design contributes to the teaching of English in our school by encouraging children to ask and answer 
questions about the starting points for their work. They have the opportunity to compare ideas, methods 
and approaches in their own work and that of other children, and to say what they think and feel about them. 
Mathematics 

 Art and design contributes to the teaching of mathematics in our school by giving opportunities to develop 
the children’s understanding of shape and space through work in two and three dimensions. 
Computing 
We use computing to support art and design teaching when appropriate. Children use software to explore 
shape, colour and pattern in their work. Older children collect visual information to help them develop 
their ideas by using digital and video cameras to record their observations. Children use the internet to find 
out more about famous artists and designers. 
 
 
  



 

 

Languages 
 

Core Essence: 
Learning a foreign language empowers children to connect with the wider world, awakening their curiosity, 
deepening their understanding, and building their confidence to take their place as global citizens- eventually 
opening doors for them to study, live and work in other countries.  In teaching a foreign language we help 
children become independent learners, developing personal strategies to master the four language skills of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing.  The focus is on meaningful communication, expressing ideas and 
responding to others, providing opportunities to communicate for practical purposes.  The grammar which 
underpins the language is presented as a valuable tool, to be confidently manipulated as a key to 
independent expression, as well as providing the foundation for learning further languages.  Through first-
hand contact with the target country, its culture and authentic literature, children learn to compare and 
contrast experiences and reflect on their own.  Many of our pupils are already fluent speakers of other 
languages and we celebrate this and use this in our lessons. 
 
What a good languages lesson looks like: 
Good teaching will engage all types of learners through a variety of enjoyable and challenging games and 
activities, at a fast-pace, and with high expectations.  The use of ICT and visual prompts supports the 
introduction of new language.  Pupils will be expected to make substantial progress throughout KS2 and be 
able to do the following:  
 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding  

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound 
and meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of 
others; seek clarification and help.  

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading 
aloud or using familiar words and phrases  

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced 
into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences  

 describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): 
feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features 
and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these 
differ from or are similar to English.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Foreign Language is essentially cross-curricular and incorporates all of the core subjects: Here are a few 
examples:  
 
Maths:  number sequences, telling the time, basic number functions, dates, currency and geometric 
shapes. 
English:  identifying parts of speech, constructing complex sentences, letter-writing, punctuation, 
handwriting-skills, comprehension of authentic texts, appreciation of stories, songs and poems, performing 
role-play and giving presentations. 
Computing: PowerPoint Presentations, Internet links, You-tube, Music and Video are widely used to 
support the children’s learning as well as email links with our partner school in Paris. 



 

 

Physical Education 
Core essence: 
Childs Hill School recognises the vital contribution of physical education to a child’s physical, cognitive, social 
and emotional development as well as the role it can play in a child’s spiritual, moral and cultural 
development. We believe that a high-quality physical education curriculum inspires all pupils to succeed and 
excel in competitive sport and other physically-demanding activities. Our curriculum aims to provide 
opportunities for pupils to become physically confident in their ability to manage themselves and their bodies 
within a variety of movements. Through a balance of individual, paired and group activities, we aim to cater 
for the different strengths, needs and preferences of each child, using differentiated activities where 
appropriate. We firmly believe that all children love some aspect of PE and it’s our duty to find and nurture 
that enjoyment so all children move on to secondary school with raised self-esteem surrounding PE. We 
believe that through the variety of opportunities that PE offers, children can develop a sense of personal 
achievement, fair play, teamwork and an understanding of the ways in which sport can transcend social and 
cultural boundaries. We have a range of opportunities for pupils to compete in sport and other activities that 
build character and help to embed values such as fairness and respect. Our curriculum ensures all children 
have access to competitive games, dance and gymnastics. 
 

What makes a good PE lesson: 

 Make sure you do the research for all the lessons – be prepared! 

 Be organized: think resources  

 Clear vision of what you want the children to achieve in each lesson: clear objectives and success criteria 

 Have a variety of warm-ups, we don’t want the children getting bored! 

 Quick transitions between activities to maintain interest and ensure all children are involved  

 Incorporate individual work, paired work (key skills) and group work (application) 

 Enthusiasm is the key (fake it if necessary!) 

 Using children to model good practice  

 Make use of online videos to model good practice and help the teaching of new skills 
 
Key PE questions 
Why do we warm up? How does it affect our bodies? Why do we need to be fit? Can you be all shapes and sizes and 
still be fit? How do you get fit? What can you do to help? How did you go? Score your performance: why is it an 8 
not a 10, or 8 not a 4? How could you improve on it? What would you do differently next time? 
 
Essential Key Skills 
During EYFS and KS1 pupils are taught the fundamental skills they require to enjoy engaging in competitive team 
games. They have access to a range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance and coordination, individually 
and with others. They also begin to comment on their own and other work, recognizing the positive and the steps 
to take to improve their performance.  
Upon entering KS2, pupils will continue to develop a range of skills, learning how to use them in different ways. They 
will begin to apply them to competitive game situations and in gymnastics and dance they will apply their skills to 
make actions and sequences of movement. They should enjoy communicating, collaborating and competing with 
each other. They should develop an understanding of how to improve in different physical activities and sports and 
learn how to evaluate and recognise their own success. In KS2 the focus is also on good decision making within a 
competitive team situation.  
 

Using and applying in English/Maths/Science/Computing with PE 



 

 

Although most PE sessions are physical and are taken either in the hall or outside, PE has clear links with other 
subjects. 
English: recount, report, instructions, comment, speaking and listening, expression through performance 
Science: body parts, knowledge of muscles and the skeleton, pulse rates  
Maths: shape, position, directions, counting, scoring and graphical representation of data.  
ICT is also recognised as a great tool for recording movements and actions to develop children’s ideas as well as the 
appropriate use of audio visual and data logging equipment. It is also great to help the teachers planning with use 
of online video clips as a brilliant resource! 

  



 

 

Personal, Social, Health and 

Economic Eductaion (PSHEe) 

Core essence: 

PSHEe enables children to acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to manage their lives, 
now and in the future.  As part of a whole Childs Hill School approach, PSHE education develops the qualities 
and attributes pupils need to thrive as individuals, family members and members of society. The benefits to 
children of such an approach are numerous as PSHEe prepares them to manage many of the most critical 
opportunities, challenges and responsibilities they will face growing up in such rapidly changing and 
challenging times. It also helps them to connect and apply the knowledge and understanding they learn in 
all subjects to practical, real-life situations while helping them to feel safe and secure enough to fulfil their 
academic potential. 

 
What makes a good PSHEe lesson? 

Lessons should inspire and engage all learners in a dynamic and innovative way to allow them to get the best 
of themselves. It is important for teachers to provide a safe space for children during lessons to enable them 
to fully participate in discussions which could be of a sensitive nature. All good PSHEe lessons have clear 
boundaries and rules which should be established at the beginning of each session therefore helping to 
support a safe environment. Lessons may well be taught with the children sat in a circle however this may 
not always be appropriate to the lesson. When using circle time as a tool we follow the practice of Jenny 
Mosely which is directly linked to our golden rules. Content should be relevant and appropriate to the class 
and help to develop their understanding of themselves and the wider world. 

Key questions: 

Questioning children during lessons should encourage student participation and critical thinking. 
 
‘Chunking down’ - getting more detail by probing for more information: 

 How did you do that? 

 Why did that happen? 

 What happened when ...? 

 Tell me more about... 

 What is the cause of ...? - What, specifically,..? 

 Can you explain in your own words…? 
 
‘Chunking up’ - looking for more generalised understanding: 

 What does ... mean? 

 What are we trying to achieve? – Who is this for? 

 How does that relate to...? 

 Let's look at the bigger picture... - What do we really want to know? 
 
 

 
 

http://www.pshe-association.org.uk/resources_search_details.aspx?ResourceId=475
http://www.pshe-association.org.uk/resources_search_details.aspx?ResourceId=475

