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Rationale:  
 
At Childs Hill School, we strive to ensure that all children leave Key Stage one 
as fluent readers. High quality daily phonics teaching from the beginning of the 
Early Years Foundation stage secures the crucial skills of blending and 
segmentation to support children in their reading and writing. It also enables 
recognition skills of familiar words to support children in reading with increased 
fluency. Once children are fluent readers, they are able to contrite on the 
meaning of the text. 
 
Aims: 
 

 To enable children to discriminate sounds: environmental, instrumental 
and body percussion 

 To develop children’s awareness of rhythm and rhyme 

 To develop children’s awareness of alliteration 

 To enable children to discriminate between voice sounds  

 To enable children orally blend and segment 

 To enable children to discriminate between different phonemes  
 
Objectives: 
 

 To learn to use oral blending and segmenting skills to support in 
decoding for reading.   

 To learn to read and write all 44 graphemes in the English Language  
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 To teach children specific strategies to help them remember tricky 
words 

 To ensure that the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and 
investigative 

 To encourage children to apply their phonic skills across all areas of 
their learning 

 
Teaching and Learning Expectation:  
 
Nursery 
 
In the Nursery, Letters and Sounds, Phase 1 will be delivered to the children in 
a guided group daily for 10-15 minutes and children will also be able to 
access this within the Nursery learning environment provision. On entry into 
Nursery in the autumn term until the middle of the spring term, Nursery 
children will be taught the following Phase 1 skills to support them in their 
learning of Phonics: 
 
Aspect 1: Discrimination of environmental sounds  
Aspect 2: Discrimination of instrumental sounds  
Aspect 3: Discrimination of body percussion 
Aspect 4: Rhythm and rhyme 
Aspect 5: Alliteration 
Aspect 6: Discrimination of voice sounds  
 
In the second half of the spring term and the summer term, Aspect 7: Oral 
blending and Segmenting will be delivered to the children in preparation for 
their learning of their letters and sounds in the Reception Year of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. If Nursery children are ready to begin Phase 2, 
these children can begin Phase 2 learning of Letters and Sounds in small 
guided groups. All Nursery staff will regularly orally blend and segment 
words within the Nursery learning environment and will have a secure 
knowledge of the Letters and Sounds Programme through CPD.  
 
Reception:   
 
Children in Reception will receive a daily discrete high quality Letters and 
Sounds Guided session for approximately 20 -30 minutes daily from their 
start date in Reception. Letters and Sounds guided teaching sessions will be 
carefully differentiated within to ensure that children are reaching their full 
potential and that support given is appropriate. By the end of their Reception 
year, children will have completed Phases 2 and 3 and be ready to begin 
Phase 4 in Year 1. In exceptional cases, if children are ready to begin Phase 
4 prior to leaving Reception, these children can be taught in a small guided 
group.  
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Year One  
 
Children in year one will receive discrete high quality Letters and Sounds 
teaching daily for at least 30 minutes. The practise of Letters and Sounds in 
year one will continue to build on teaching in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. By the end of year one, all children should have completed phase 4 
and 5 and be ready to start phase 6 in Year Two.  
  
Year Two- Six 
 
Children in Year 2 are developing the spelling and grammar through  a new 
program called ‘No-Nonsense Spelling’ This program leads on from phase 5 
phonics which all children are expected to achieve by the end of year 1.  
If children enter year 2 and above without having completed Level 5, then 
further interventions should be set up to support these children. 
 
Teaching and Learning Styles:   
 

 All staff will use and follow the Letters and Sounds document.  

 Letters and Sounds will be taught daily throughout the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1.  

 Staff will ensure that the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and 
investigative. Real life resources should be present during these sessions 
to support children with English as an additional language and children 
with special educational needs.  

 
Phonics Planning: 
   
Whole class teaching of phonics should be planned in accordance with Letters 
and sounds. This format includes the revisit and review, teach, practise and 
apply sections recommended by the Letters and Sounds document.  All 
planning must be available through the SharePoint. Copies of phonics plans 
should be on display in your classrooms for supply teachers and other 
members of staff. 
 
For all Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One classes, teachers 
will plan for their own group and any teaching assistants who lead phonics 
groups will have plans provided for them by the class teacher. Some more 
experienced teaching assistants will be able to plan for their own groups.   
 
 
 
 
Differentiation: 
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At Childs Hill School we aim to encourage all children to reach their full 
potential through the provision of varied opportunities to access phonics. 
Sessions should be delivered offering children the opportunity to learn 
through a range of different learning styles e.g. visual, auditory and 
kinaesthetic. We recognise that our phonics planning must allow pupils to gain 
a progressively deeper understanding of the phonetic structure of the English 
language as they move through the school to ensure all children are provided 
with the key tools needed to become a fluent reader. Careful thought will be 
given to the provision of appropriately structured work for children with SEN, 
often through intervention groups.  We must also ensure that the most able 
children within our school, including those children who are Gifted and 
Talented are identified so that their individual needs are acknowledged and 
that we ensure we offer these children appropriate challenge within their 
learning.  
 
Assessment and Reporting: 
  
In the Early Years Foundation Stage and across Key Stage 1, all children will 
be assessed termly and class teachers will make judgements using Pupil 
Tracker. It is essential that teachers communicate children’s progress with 
parents to facilitate home support where needed. 
 
National Phonics Screening Test: 
 
All children in Year One will be screened using the National Assessment 
materials in the summer term, at the end of June.  If the children in Year One 
fail the screening they will be retested when they are in Year Two.  This data 
will be submitted to the local Authority.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


