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Rationale: 
 
At Child’s Hill, we believe that observing children daily in their everyday learning through play 
experiences helps us to assess the progress that the children are making, assess where the children are 
at in their learning and development and planning what the next steps are for children in their 
learning. 
 
Aims: 

 To initially determine a children’s individual levels of development. 

 Through observation, an idea can be gauged of what skills children need to practise to 
progress with their learning. 

 To assess the level of progress children make in their learning and development. 

 To develop next steps in children’s learning to ensure children are challenged through 
their learning. 

 
The Observation Process: 
 
At Childs Hill School in the Early Years Foundation Stage, observations of the children’s learning and 
precious moments will be carefully captured and documented using a program called Tapestry, using I-
Pads. This enables staff to capture photographic evidence of children’s individual learning. These 
captured moments will be used by staff to support the children in developing their learning further. It 
will also be available for parents to receive via email through use of phone, tablet or computer to 
support our home-school links.  
   
Observation is the most valuable assessment tool available to practitioners in the EYFS. As soon as the 
children enter the Early Years setting, the observation process begins.  
 
In the Nursery: 
 

 Three children attending the morning session are selected as focus children for the week.  



 Three children attending the afternoon session are selected as focus children the week.  
 
In Reception: 
 

 Three children are chosen in one class are selected as focus children for the week. 

 Three children in the other class are selected as focus children for the week.  
 
Whilst every child has a key worker that is assigned to them, during a child’s focus week, all of the 
Early Years Team are involved in the observation process for these children. During the focus week, 
practitioners make a range of different types of observation – written and photographic for 
assessment purposes. Written observations can be incidental, narrative or of a tracking style. During 
the focus week, the children are encouraged to reflect upon their learning using the Tapestry 
programme and children’s comments are recorded on this.   
 
During this week, parents also become involved in the observation process. Parents are informed that 
their child will be a focus child for the week and at the end of the focus week, observations collected 
are shared with parents and they are encouraged to share observations they have made about their 
child at home. By the end of the week, the child’s key worker will have been responsible for completing 
an individual education plan for that child and this must be shared with the parents/carers of this child.  
Parents are encouraged to leave online observations/comments using the Tapestry programme at 
home to help support and develop home-school links.  
 
The observation process is an essential contributor in ensuring that planning in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage represents the individual interests and needs of specific groups of children in the 
class. The observation process also contributes to the ongoing assessment of children. Observations are 
used to inform tracking throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage until the end of the Reception 
Year when practitioners must make judgements as to whether children have reached a good level of 
development. Observations are also used to inform and support practitioners in completing written 
reports of the children in the summer term of both the Nursery and Reception year.  

 

Evidence will be recorded through Tapestry (online observation program) and through best 
work files. 
 
 
 


