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MISSION STATEMENT: 

We, at Childs Hill School, are committed to our role in enabling children to make responsible 

and healthy decisions about drugs use and misuse.  We will not permit or tolerate possession, 

consumption, supply or offer to supply restricted drugs on the school premises. If any of these 

offences are committed they will be fully investigated and dealt with appropriately. We aim 

to provide drugs education for our children which covers personal, health and social issues and 

supports pupils and their diverse experiences. 

RATIONALE: 

Drugs and drug taking is an increasing problem in today’s society.  It is the schools responsibility 

to ensure that the children understand the different uses of drugs in everyday life including the 

social and medical contexts, with an emphasis on the detrimental effects of misusing and abusing 

drugs, particularly those which are illegal. 

MEDICINES: 

The school must be informed in writing of any medicines that a pupil may need during the school 

day or on the school premises. The school will issue a disclaimer form* for the parents to sign 

before the medicine can be given to the child. A parent may request that their child carries their 

own medication and self-medicate - for example, asthma pump.  This request will be carefully 

considered and permission may or may not be given.  However prescription drugs, such as 

antibiotics, must be kept by the Welfare Officer and will be administrated in the medical room. 

(See first aid policy) 

 

ILLEGAL DRUGS INCLUDE: 



Class A: Heroin, Methadone, Opium, Cocaine Crack, LSD, Ecstasy, Processed Magic 

Mushrooms, and Class B drug prepared for injection. 

Class B: Amphetamines, Cannabis, Barbiturates 

Class C: Mild Amphetamines, Tranquillizers. 

Other topics on drugs education include: 

 1. Smoking - nicotine 

2. Drinking - alcohol 

3. Solvents e.g. glue sniffing. 

 4. Over the counter and prescription medicines.   

 5. Caffeine, and those drugs found in foods and soft drinks.  

GUIDELINES: 

 To provide pupils with appropriate skills, knowledge and understanding to enable them 
to make healthy and informed choices. 

 To use content and methodology appropriate to the needs and maturity of pupils 
including those with special educational needs. 

 To involve the whole school community, staff, governors, parents/carers, pupils and 
relevant outside agencies/speakers. 

 To provide a planned programme of drugs education which permeates the whole 
curriculum. 

 To challenge attitudes and promote equal opportunities. 
 

AIMS: 

 To make the pupils aware that some drugs are good and beneficial but some are 
harmful and dangerous. 

 To give children the opportunity to make decisions and choices in order to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle. 

 To make them aware of pressure from friends. 

 To promote the moral, social and personal responsibility behaviour of each child. 

 To make them aware of illegal and addictive substances and the effects of drug abuse, 
enabling the children to identify risks and have the skills and motivation to keep 
themselves safe. 

 To provide an environment where a healthy lifestyle is promoted throughout the 
curriculum and ethos of the school. 

 

 

 

 



 

DRUGS EUDCATION: 

Drugs education will be taught as follows: 

* Key  Stage 1 – Children should be introduced to ideas about how to keep healthy and 
the role of drugs as medicines. 

 Key stage 2 – Children should be introduced to the fact that whilst all medicines are 
drugs, not all drugs are medicines. They should be aware of the harmful effects on health 
of tobacco, alcohol and other drug abuse. 

 
Drugs Education will permeate the whole curriculum although the main vehicle will be on the 
Barnet P.H.S.E. programme of work. It should be taught using a number of strategies, which 
includes: 
 

 Role play 

 Discussions and feedback 

 Group work 

 Structured games 

 Visual Aids including models such as the lung/cigarette machine 

 Exposition 

 Story telling 

 Appropriate use of outside speakers 

 Literacy hour 

 Guest Speakers 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY: 

Young people wishing to disclose drug use by themselves or their peers to teaching and non-

teaching staff will be informed that confidentiality cannot be guaranteed and that the issue may 

have to be taken further for the pupil's safety.  Any information will be recorded and treated 

sensitively. 

If a pupil wishes to discuss their own drug use or that of their friends or family confidentially, 

they will be referred to the school nurse or young people’s drug service.  If there is any evidence 

that the pupil's safety is at risk, child protection procedures will take place and will supersede 

any confidentiality agreement.   

DRUG RELATED INCIDENTS: 

The following situations would constitute a drug-related incident. 

 Emergencies - where a pupil has lost consciousness or gone into a coma. 

 Intoxication - being intoxicated/'high' when it is difficult to communicate with the person 

 Discovery/observation - where a young person is discovered using, holding, supplying 
or offering to supply a substance not permitted on the school premises. 

 Disclosure - where a person discloses to a member of staff that he/she has been using 
drugs, or that they are concerned about someone else's drug use (friend, parent or 
sibling) 



 Suspicion or rumors - staff should be very wary about acting on the basis of rumor or 
suspicion. 

 Discovery - this may be discovery of a restricted drug or paraphernalia that is used in 
conjunction with its use. 
 
 
 

RECORDS: 

Incidents of drug related incidents will be recorded by the Head teacher and will only be shared 

with key people with the consent of the Head teacher and School Drugs Co-coordinator.  

Consequences: 

There will not be an automatic consequence applied to any drug related incident in school.  Any 

response will be taken after considering all the facts about a young person and their emotions 

and circumstances in which any drug-related incident have come about. 

Any consequence applied will be taken from the following range: 

 Referral to the school nurse 

 Referral to the Young Peoples Drug Service 

 The parents/carers being asked to attend the school 

 The school will also consider involving the police for more serious offences or where there 
is a lack of co-operation from the pupil or parents 

 Fixed term or permanent exclusion may be used when other options have been explored 
or where it is demonstrated that there is a significant risk to the safety or welfare of 
staff or pupils. 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


